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Coaches Meeting 

We had a very constructive coaches meeting in February following on from 

which we agreed a few principles (confirmed by committee) that we will be 

following this year: 

Use of Club Boats ï Some specific rules about when club boast can be used 

will be drawn up to ensure that boats are available for use on organised 

courses. Problems were arising last year where boats were taken out before 

the courses started and were then not available although they may have ar-

rived back whilst the course was underway. 

Course Costs and Membership - There will be free taster sessions after which newcomers will be able to 

book onto beginners courses. Course Costs will be Ã30 per child and Ã50 per adult for 5 or 6 week courses. 

At the end of each course newcomers will be offered the opportunity to join the club at full cost. There will 

not be a discount for already having paid the course fee. We put a lot of effort into running beginners 

courses and are VERY competitive with commercial outfits that do the same job. 

Once members follow on courses etc. will be free of charge. Where a brother or sister, daughter or son etc. 

of an existing member wishes to join a beginners course they will not be charged for the course. 

People Turning up ñon specò ï We will not accept people who turn up on spec and wish to join in club 

activity except at taster sessions. There will be a pack of information that can be given to prospective mem-

bers and they are welcome to look around / watch what is going on but they MUST come into the club via 

a taster session or course unless they have a reasonable level 2* or similar of paddling experience. Trying 

to slot people in disrupts courses for everyone. Juniors need to know that they cannot just ñbring a friend 

alongò. I will be keeping a list of enquiries and the easiest way to join that list is for people to email me on 

suehawthorn@btinternet.com that way I canôt lose their details on a soggy piece of paper in my canoeing 

bag!! 

Parents ï Whatôs expected ï We expect the parents (or a responsible adult) of 

all under 14 paddlers to stay at the club whilst their children paddle. A coach 

might agree that the child can be left but this is at the coaches discretion when the 

child has been attending for some considerable time. This is to ensure that if a 

child has to end a session part way through due to being cold, ill or unhappy the 

session is not disrupted for the other members of the group. We would also ex-

pect parents (or a responsible adult) to stay at the club for at very least the first 

two sessions for any under 16ôs.   We also expect the parent or responsible adult 

to assist with getting boats out and putting them away etc. if the child is strug-

gling to do this themselves and to provide any necessary supervision whilst  chil-

dren are changing. This may take the form of being available outside the chang-

ing rooms where a father is supervising a daughter, mother supervising a son etc. 

Experienced Paddlers ï We will be happy to let experienced paddlers who enquire join in a session with 

us to see how they get on but it is better NOT to encourage people that they will be crewed up with K2ôs on 

a Sunday morning until we have SEEN their standard. It is not fair on them or us! Wednesday night club 

night will always be a good time to come along.   

mailto:suehawthorn@btinternet.com


Waterside B 

By Stuart West 

The second event in the Waterside series was well 

attended by Worcester Canoe Club, with nine 

Worcester paddlers making the journey. 

For those that donôt know about waterside B, itôs an 

18 mile time trial on the Kennet and Avon canal 

which has 19 portages in an out and back race, and 

yes the odd number of portages means you turn on a 

portage by running round a cone..one thing to note is 

that although itôs on a canal, itôs not a normal canal, 

some sections flow very fast under the right condi-

tions.  On the way out itôs all downhill (literally on 

the portages) and on the way back itôs a hard slog up 

hill. 

This year saw Ben Brown and Ivan Lawler break an 11 year old record with the first ever sub 2hr perfor-

mance of 1:58:20, a record that could well stand for a number of years.  Jonny Tye and Stuart West com-

peted in the Junior/Veteran class and were the second boat ever to go sub 2 hours (1:59) smashing the Jun-

ior/Vet record by some 17minutes. 

The Bird family was represented by Will Bird in 

the K2 Junior class (with Ed Haws of Wey) and 

Jon Bird in the K2 Veteran Class (with Bruce 

Blackman Gailey). On this occasion youth tri-

umphed over experience with Will and Ed com-

pleting the course in 2:18:08 and Jon and Bruce in 

2:21:43 both boats coming second in their respec-

tive classes. 

Liam Grover and Gary Leeke managed to take 

nearly 19 minutes off their time from 2010, mak-

ing this the third year in a row of improving times.  

Is this the starts of another DW attempt? 

Fess Parker and Chris Skellern competed in the 

K2 veteran Class finishing in a respectable 

2:52:01 

The Only K1 from Worcester was Ian Smith who was 4th in the Veteran K1 in 2:46:30. 

 

Well done everyone on a great days racing. 


